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I went on my first trip to Europe in 1977 when I was in college. This tour, with a group of 

my friends, took me to Greece, Italy, and Israel. I was a ñtravel rookieò having never ven-

tured outside the Southeastern USA! Imagine my excitement as I boarded the airliner for my 

first flight, not to mention the wonder of touching down in Greece, a distant land of which 

Iôd only read about in my Sunday School lessons! 

Forget about jetlag, I was going to make the most of this adventure!  Each morning, I was up 

early exploring the sights, neighborhoods, and out-of-the-way lanes, searching for life be-

yond the typical tourist scene. When I returned home three weeks later, I was hooked on 

European travel and determined to return someday. 

For the next decade I dreamed of returning to Europe, but the opportunity never seemed to 

come my way.  It wasn't until I'd married, had children, and begun my career as a band 

teacher that opportunity came knocking.  It was then that I convinced fifteen of my students 

to travel with me to Europe on an educational tour. We had a great time on that tour and it 

resulted in many fond memories and friendships. Even with this experience I still was not 

happy with the tour "package" and the concept of putting a lot of people on a bus and showing them one sight after the 

other. I was looking for more rewarding travel experience...more local character, more local food, more culture diversity, 

and more value for my travel dollar. 

During the next few years, I studied Europe's history, culture, and languages.  I poured over maps of cities, towns, and 

countries trying to get a visual image of all there was to see and do.  Soon, I began visiting Europe several times a year 

applying that which I'd learned to my explorations.  My "on-the-ground" research took me to every major city in Europe 

and hundreds of off-the-beaten-path locations.  It was here, in these semi-undiscovered locales, that my travel philosophy 

and travel style finally seemed to make sense. 

It wasn't long before I began organizing informal tours to Europe's biggies like Rome, Paris, London, or Madrid.  While 

touring the major sights were important, I'd always throw in a few of my favorite little villages, restaurants, pubs, and 

hotels to add some contrast and flavor.  It wasn't long before my tour alumni were raving about "the little towns," "that 

special dining experience," or the "picnic with a fantastic view."  Finally I'd found my niche...European travel designed 

to immerse my travel partners in the history, culture, and ambiance of the locale.  

In 2001 I established David McGuffin's Exploring Europe, Inc. in order to 

formally design and conduct tours in Europe. We've been growing ever 

since!  I still hold to my original tour values of immersing my travel partners in 

the ambiance of Europe!  Now-a-days, when I travel, I still look for new desti-

nations, great food, intimate hotels, and unique experiences to pass along to my 

travel partners. Iôm passionate about my travels in Europe and want to share 

my passion with you! 

If you like traveling, you'll enjoy Exploring Europeôs Thrifty and Tasteful 

Travels.  They attract a fun-loving group of adults and families who want an 

active travel experience offered in an approachable and stress-free manner.  I 

hope you'll take some time to study our destinations and then join us on a tour. 

Weôd love to show you around! 

 

Sincerely, 

David McGuffin and Exploring Europe  

Christmas ð Dec 2010  

Venice 1977  

Our EXPLORING EUROPE tours are designed and led by seasoned educators who stand behind our 

philosophy to provide fun travel offered in a safe environment and opportunities to learn a little 

along the way.  When traveling with us youôll get a hands-on program designed to bring to life 

Europeôs rich tradition of art, history, music, culture, and language.  Youôll be accompanied by a 

tour director whoôll help bring to life that which you see and experience. This, coupled with our 

great local guides and an awesome itinerary, makes this a travel opportunity of a lifetime.     

SWITZERLAND & FRANCE  
LAUTERBRUNNEN ðSTRASBOURG - PARIS  

MARCH 13 -20, 2011  

What to expect on this  
EXPLORING EUROPE  

  Tour to Europe  

�xEnjoy an amazing travel    

experience laced with cultural 
insights, good food, unique  

destinations, and plenty of educa-

tional content.   

�xAll tours and admissions to 

more than 10 cultural and 

sightseeing venues: Two full 

days in the Swiss Alps filled with 

alpine villages, hiking, grand 
mountain vistas and more ǐ Stras-

bourg walking tour ǐ Champagne 

region tasting experience ǐ Seine 
River Cruise ǐ Eiffel Tower ad-

mission ǐ Louvre   Museum en-

trance  ǐ Paris historic center 
walking tour ǐ Versailles Palace 

entrance ǐ Montemarte/Pigalle 

walking tour ǐ and much more  
(itinerary specifics are subject to 

change).  

�x Hotels that are clean, safe, and 

trusted, all with private baths and 

great locations. 

�xBreakfast everyday. 

�xDinner each day at authentic 

and characteristic restaurants 

serving locale home cuisine. 

Cinque Terre 

PARIS  

ALPS  


